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decided I was working for food. Ha ha
Her husband, Walter, is the chef while
she makes the sushi and cocktails. He
introduced himself to me and brought
out a small appetizer of hot salty
edamame for me to learn how to eat.
These are Japanese beans in pods.
You bite out the tasty bean which is
flavored by the salty exterior as you
bite and pitch the pod. Reminded me
a little of the southern act of eating
boiled peanuts. I only squirted two
beans out on the floor thankfully. A
fun treat.

Later, Kay-san brought me a small
appetizer of cucumber-crabstick salad,
a new favorite, so cold and crunchy in
a light dressing. As the crowd wound
down for the evening, Kay brought
me some of my favorite pork katsu,
a cutlet in light tempura batter with
a soy dipping “gravy”, along with
my favorite veggies in magic sauce.
Okay “magic” is my word, but there’s
no other way to describe the melt-in-
your-mouth flavor on the vegetables.
Kay was already buttering me up for
the second Saturday in November’s
Sake Tasting, now that I was polished
on the details and ready to mingle and
entertain more “emotively”.

I also was given the opportunity to
taste all that I had poured that evening.
I kept the sips minimal and at the
very end of the evening, but enjoyed
the discovery of new flavors from
sweet to dry. Only one, the one that
I liked least, was actually brewed in
Japan. The rest were California sake
breweries. I put these tastes below, so
not to bore the disinterested reader. I
was glad our tasting helped sell several
bottles of her wine for her.

My two hours of dinner hour tasting/
serving were up and Kay-san also
packed me a to-go small bottle of the
Fuji apple wine, which will serve as a
crisp light remembrance over several
evenings in my little Japanese choko
before bedtime. By then, it was
raining cats and dogs and my old legs
were tired from my humble Japanese
adventure as the Sake-Meister. It was
8 pm and I was calling it a day. A great
day.

OCTOBER SAKE & WINE
TASTING MENU

Ozeki Dry—a dry premium sake made
without yeast added (Koji mold is
added, it’s a different form than yeast).
It was fine, but though I prefer dry
wines, I did not enjoy the dry sake as
much.

Oni Koroshi —means “devil killer”.
Though advertised as “smooth”, I found
it rougher than the others. It would be
the “Jack Daniels” compared to “Crown
Royal” in the whiskies if you asked

me. It was the only one served that was
from Japan (Kyoto). Its early references
were that it was “so strong it would kill
a snake”.

Shochu Premium-a dry sake that has
alcohol added into the brewing process
Plum wine-a very nice “plummy”’
sipping wine with hints of cherry and
almond

Hana Fruit Infused Sake—These

were divine, light, smooth, with fruity
aromas. Infusing sake with fruit flavors
is an American sake convention. I
found these similar to the fruit wines
I’ve had, made with citrus or other fruit
(minus the tannins of grapes)—much
lighter and gentler to the mid-palate.
One has to be careful though because
sake fools you with twice the alcohol
content.

Lychee—I didn’t get to this one. A
customer described it as “quirky, maybe
mint hint”

White peach—excellent. Number one
choice with the ladies. Could taste the
peach vividly.

Fuji apple—wonderful and very
“apply” and light

Nigori sake—This sake is unfiltered and
therefore, milky in appearance. It is a
high grade, light in aroma and flavor but
more “rice” and sweet flavored. Seemed
men and sake-experienced drinkers went
for this one.

Starling Castle Red— a California red
from a mixture of grapes, with raspberry
and cherry notes. Most did not like it
saying “too strong”. I found it tasted
richer like chianti or sangria, good for
Italian food.

Starling Castle Riesling—my personal
favorite for the evening. It had hints of
citrus and pear, was wonderful chilled.
It was also the best seller “to go”.
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I would be most happy to hear either of those sentences, despite the fact they mean different
things. 'What?' you might be saying to yourself. Smart and A<¥—F are different?? Yes, they
are! When I first came to Japan, I distinctly remember teaching a lesson that included the
word smart. It seemed like such an easy word for my students to understand and yet I was
repeatedly asked about it. The lesson was about abilities and talents you might have, but the
definition of A¥—kjust didn't fit. Smart in English usually means intelligent and clever (a
great adjective to be used in a lesson about abilities). A<¥—k means thinl Now how did that
happen? A secondary meaning (but not as widely used meaning) of smart is ‘dashingly neat in
appearance’. I think this is where 2<¥—kcomes from. I guess it's one of those words that
has been taken from English and the meaning has been altered in translation. Both refer to
appearance, but in Japanese it means thin, in English it refers to the clothes that someone is
wearing. My image of someone dressed smartly usually involves them wearing a suit, or some
other classic style of clothing. The person would be well-dressed, but not fashionably trendy.
Their look never goes out of stylel Anyway, no one would be insulted to be called either,
especially me, so please tell me I'm smart AND X¥—F - I'll be your friend forever!!
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by Chie Akiyama (Fk1L F#&)

Mission Impossible December (128) Tyavi vy T

- Ghost Protocol

Action/Adventure

Blamed for the terrorist bombing of the Kremlin,
IMF operative Ethan Hunt is disavowed along with
the rest of the agency when the President initiates
"Ghost Protocol". Left without any resources or
backup, Ethan must find a way to clear his agency's
name and prevent another attack. To complicate
matters further, Ethan is forced to embark on this
mission with a team of fellow IMF fugitives whose
personal motives he does not fully know.
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<Cast and Credits>
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Starring by : Tom Cruise, Simon Pegg, Ving Rhames Other Movies in December )
Directed by : Brad Bird « The Adventures of Tintin - Z2>2> D ER& * 1 ZJ— > 5 DHE *

- Happy Feet Two - /\wE—T4—b 2 BBBENVFULXF21—kK
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Real Steel

Action/Adventure, Science

In the near-future, where the sport of boxing has gone
hi-tech, Charlie Kenton is a washed-up fighter who
lost his chance at a title when 2000-pound, 8-foot-tall
steel robots took over the ring. However, Charlie earns
just enough money piecing together low-end bots
from scrap metal to get from one underground boxing
venue to the next. When Charlie hits rock bottom,

he reluctantly teams up with his estranged son Max

to build and train a championship contender. As the
stakes in the brutal, no-holds-barred arena are raised,
Charlie and Max, against all odds, get one last shot at a
comeback.

January (18)

Cast and Credits
Starring by : Hugh Jackman, Dakota Goyo
Directed by : Shawn Levy

Imabari Cinema Sunshine (at Fuji Grand)
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At-the-door—prices: Adults / 1,800yen, University, Sr.High / 1,500yen,Jr.High, Children / 1,000yen,
Seniors (over 60years old ) / 1,000yen, Handicapped persons / 1,000yen )

*Prices are subject to change at special screenings.

Discounts: F-card service / 300yen reduction off the regular price. Late show ( after 9:00pm ) / 1,200yen, Ladys’ day
( Every Wednesday women only ) / 1,000yen, First day (1st day of every month) / 1,000yen, Couple discount (over

50years old, one or both of the couple ) / 1,000yen
GRIAIY I A (TOTFY)

LE%KAAN/1,800[, 24 (K¥E-51K) / 1,500, FE4 (RELT) / 1,000, 60FUL/10008, BEZEMHRA/1,000M
25 |xt %R FA—RERIZKY00MEIS| LAb3— (21RLREE) / 1,200

LT4—RTA (FEKER) / 1,0008 £818/ 1,000 XF25|(MALLLIEEESMHD0F LU EDE) /2 AT2,000M
http://www.cinemasunshine.co.jp Tel ; 0898-33-8880 / 24 hours tape guidance : 0898-33-8882

i CINEMA Imabari 74> ®<4& Kyoei-cho 2-20 (0898-34-7155)
Please check URL of iCINEMA for more information !

iCINEMA http://e-takeone.com/icinema/index.html

19 i-News December’11 / January ’12




lnfor mation '11 December / '12 January

[ 1AM for JAPAN
L T HEAKERERZIEIY—F

TOHOKU EARTHQUAKE RELIEF

Matsuyama Toastmasters
econd Demonstration Meeting

unday, December 11th,
1:30-3:00 PM
COMS (http://www.coms.or.jp/)

BE: 128108 (£)F R 7k~ 108
BT v LY X(ALETNET3-4-61)
F/rybi1,000A(TURUV I E)

A& SamERR =/ i-News Facebook page (http /Iwww.facebook.
0898-34-5763 / info@iciea.jp

com/event. php?eid=274806142557494),

H3EZE : TomikiBand & Peter, Mark Scheneider,
Katie Malone, Buckwheat Mountaion Ramblers,

lzﬁﬁoz Mark Boyle, Melanie, Yukkii, Ace Hyodo & Careb. WIUr—RAFIRE—X
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T, TREENBHNEAZI - v o600 v X Oy, RYTR Dvd—U BEFaLX (http://www.coms.or.jp/)
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D2 Ry, FEYRA—YEIRFTEINFET, F7yMUSIEER B AKXE K $%(http://www.facebook.com/event.
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Hatsumode
Hatsumode :“The First Visit to a Shrine of the New Year.’
It is usually on January first, but it can be a few days later. People
visit a shrine to pray for happmess and good health in the new
year. From evening of the new year's eve, there will be a lot
of food stands set up in the area of the shrine. The number of
people who visited Fukiage shrine in Imabari castle last year was

YDecember 3rd (Saturday)
FEH¥EHERD 4th (Sunday)
roy 3= ca 12838(1)48(H)
Open Office Day January (No Office Day)
o & & & & & & & & & 8 O THEﬁﬁ'EE!i%UaEﬁAJO

%/’aﬂilffﬂs&,ﬁﬁz/ﬁ\li\ FHICMA, HAETLE(3:00
~17:15). BREE(8:30~17:15)%2FEHELET ., BH.
MEIZKYB T LATRNMGAAHYET DT, BRHPET
FRNTHERRESLN,
ICIEA opens the office on the first weekend of every
month. We hope this will be a good opportunity for
people who are interested in our activities to come and
visit us.
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and was called, “Father of Juvenile Correctional Education”. He had an association ¥
with Imabari. Mr. Tomeoka became the prison chaplain of the prison in Hokkaido ¥
through a Christian minister and dedicated earnestly to the boys’ correction/reform ¥
throughout his life. At that time, because the persecution of Christians was deep- ¥
seated, he escaped to Imabari.

* Note : There is no subtitles in English. All Japanese.
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Emergency Hospitals for December2011
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A. Shiraishi Hospitdl ( i-map D-4 ) 32-4135 ( B A Y&kT ) F Hirose Hospital( i-map E of J-5) 47-0100 (/& #5%kt)

B. KharaHospital ( i-mapa-5) 23-0634 ( KERHE ) G.Setoreka ] Hosaitd ( i-map D-6 ) 23-0655 (EF NEsmEkR)

C. Imabari Central Hospital (i-map E3 ) 22-5251 ( 438t NVRER ) H Saiselkai Hospital ( City—map H5) 47-2500 (GZ4=mkk)

D. Daichi Hospital ( i-map Outlying area H-4 ) 23-1650 ( &—%&f%)  |Ehime Prefectual Hospital ( City—-map H3 ) 32-7111(1B%&5k=)
E. Kosei Hospital (i-map C-3 ) 22-0468 (3455 ) J.Shimin Hospital ( i-map A5 ) 22-7611(EEf&T™ RiER)

*If you have an emergency, contact 119 or the institution which corresponds to the date you are calling.

i-News December’11/January’'12 20




E/i23 FE 9ATERERGS EA/EES
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ICIEA is seeking sponsorship from individuals or corporations who are interested
in joining ICIEA. As a member we hope for your understanding and cooperation
in creating more involvement in international oriented programs in Imabari city.
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Jacqui Hancock

Hello! My name is Jacqueline Kate
Hancock but everyone calls me
Jacqui. I arrived in Japan on the JET
Programme on August 31 and after a
fleeting three day orientation in Tokyo
have found myself settling into my new
life as an Imabari ALT. My base school
is Imabari Kita Koko and I make visits
to Hakata Koko, Omishima Koko, Toyo
Koko and Yuge Koko - all of which I
am consistently growing more and
more fond of.

I am 23 years old and come from the
lovely country from down under called New Zealand. My
hometown is Nelson which is located at the top of the South
Island. Nelson is a beautiful spot surrounded by golden
beaches, mountains and loads of native bush.

I come from a family of five. My mother and father both still
live in Nelson. Mum is a primary school teacher and Dad is a
land valuer. I have an older brother called Jeremy. Jeremy is
25 and lives in Christchurch. On February the 22" there was a
tragic earthquake in Christchurch where Japan generously sent
over help to aid in the cities recovery. I also have a younger
sister who is called Ashleigh. Ashleigh is 20 years old and
really good at volleyball. She is currently living in Tennessee
America on a volleyball scholarship.

I studied Physical Education at the University of Otago in
Dunedin. Dunedin is farther South than Nelson and attracts
many university students but is known for its cold climate. My
degree took four years to complete and I intend to further my
study when I eventually make it home so that I am qualified
to be a high-school physical education teacher. I really enjoy
playing sports and at school took part in tennis, volleyball,
basketball, and touch rugby. My main sport was netball which
is a popular girls sport in New Zealand. I also really enjoy
cooking and spending time with my friends and family.

I am still really excited to be in Japan and looking forward to
what the rest of the year has in store for me!
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by i-News volunteer staff
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[The i-News is a service of the Imabari International Exchange Association and is printed free of charge by the
city, You can find it on the information desk at City Hall, at ICIEA Office, Imabari Station and the Library. To
have i-News mailed to you, send one 140yen stamp per issue and your address to:imabari City International
Exchange Association 1-1-16 Kitahorai-cho Imabari-shi 794-0028 Tel: 0898-34-5763 / _
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