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Lakeland, wonderful!

Kaido Tange

vice president said to me “That was
great” when we shook hands. I was
very happy to hear that even if [ was
not actually that great.

On another occasion, we visited the
Kennedy Space Center. We watched
a short film that was about how John

My first impression of Lakeland
was just HOT, but not like Japan.
The humidity was very low there, so
the weather was nice and dry. The
sky was big and so clear, I felt really
good.

When it was decided that I was
going to stay with Max, I only knew
his and his father's names, so I
thought it was just the two of them
in the family. But it turned out to be
a big family: Max, his parents, his
three sisters and a brother. I hadn’t
brought enough gifts for them from
Japan, but | had a Japanese top and
a Japanese toy called daruma otoshi
with me, and we enjoyed playing
with them. They especially liked
the top. It was difficult for me to
explain how to spin the top, I didn’t
know what and how to say things,
but I somehow did it with my
English, which is not good. Max’s
brother Parker was interested in,
not the top itself, but the string used
to spin the top and started playing
with it. It seemed difficult for Max’s
father to wind the string around the
top, he suddenly shouted so I was
surprised. Then he smiled and gave
me the top without saying anything
but he apparently wanted me to
put the string around the top. We

couldn’t make ourselves understood
perfectly, but I thought we could
communicate anyhow, and it was
great to get to know each other. |
thought it was good that I had an
opportunity to show them what the
Japanese culture was like, and at the
same time, I felt relieved.

That night, Max, Iwamoto, Eddie
from Iwamoto’s family, Max’s friend
Carry and I went downtown. It was
around 9 in the evening, and I found
there was barely a soul in the street
and the shops were closed. I thought
‘It is the time the shops are still open
and busy in Japan.’

We went to see the production
process of dairy products and ice
cream when we visited the Publix
factory. I was amazed to see each
product had a different proportion
of fat, and there were many kinds
of flavors from only two base
ingredients of ice cream. After the
factory tour, we tried tasting the
ice cream. It was rich tasting and I
had never eaten ice cream like that
before. And then I started to get
nervous because that day was my
turn to say thank you. I managed to
do it. Just before I said thank you,
I said ‘I love Publix’s ice cream’
and everybody said ‘Me too!” The

F Kennedy promoted the launch
and what they did up to the day of
the launch. I watched the film but I
didn’t understand the details because
the narration was in English. From
the pictures of the film, I could
guess the story somehow. After the
film, I got into the Shuttle to look
around and experienced what it was
like during the launch of the Shuttle.
Inside, there were every kind of
device and that was great. When |
tried the launch experience, I felt
what it was like to climb upward at
an extremely high speed into the sky.
I also realized that the astronauts
train very hard.

I also went to the beach and Disney
World. And at the farewell party,
I went on a boat ride on the lake,
jumped into the lake and so on. My
days were very fulfilling and I’'m
grateful to have had this opportunity.
My English was not at a satisfactory
level, so I would like to improve
my speaking ability. If I could have
another chance to go to the United
States again, I’d love to go. Joining
this sister-city exchange, I learned
how important it is to try things.
Thank you to everyone involved for
this wonderful opportunity.
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A Dream Fortnight

Shota Iwamoto

On the airplane, my concerns
overshadowed my hope. Would it
be ok if I couldn’t speak English?
I was obsessed with such anxiety.
The thing I felt most during the
trip was frustration that I could not
communicate with people due to the
language barrier. It may be normal,
but this was the toughest part for
me. Without language, I could not
understand people well and, of
course, it was difficult to express
myself.

Despite this, I think we shared
good times together. When 1 first
met people in Lakeland I could not
talk to them confidently due to my
shyness of strangers, but once I got
friendly with them, my impetus was
unstoppable.

The stay in Florida was unreal and
it was like I was in a dream where |
had gone to another world. When |
went to Max’s house, after seeing a
billiard table and a pool, I instantly
asked “Are we in a resort hotel?”

Luckily, I was invited to Max’s
younger sister, Charlee’s, birthday
party. Her party was so big, unlike
my birthday parties, and I felt
the cultural difference. I was so
impressed with Charlee smiling,
surrounded by many presents.

However there was a bit of an
incident. I think birthdays remind
everyone of birthday cake. I was so
stuffed with food that I said I did
not have enough room to eat cake,
but Max’ s father, Kent, ordered
me to eat. So I ate a bit with great
reluctance, and people started
laughing. 1 asked what was funny,
they replied it was a joke and I did
not have to eat. I never expected I
would be given a lesson in such a
situation. I thought they got me and
I laughed, too. That has become a
good memory for me.

At the cowboy party, my shyness
and my inexperience stopped me
from dancing a lot, but I enjoyed
myself just seeing everyone dancing.
We watched a good baseball game
that seemed like a welcome for
us, and all of us were in a jubilant
mood. We saw a Grand Slam, which
I think could not have been better.
I also visited NASA, and it was a
historical moment for me in a way
to go to NASA. On the beach, the
ocean temperature was comfortable
enough for me to enjoy. Now I
regret that I did not bury anyone in
the sand. Oh, I should have done
that!

And finally, I went to Disney
World! I hated thrill rides although

I had never tried them. So I tried to
stick to my guns and avoid riding
such rides, but it did not work this
time. I got on rides reluctantly, and I
realized that I could do it and rather
liked it.

At the farewell party, I water-
skied for the first time and enjoyed
pushing others off the boat. That
night, I did not want people to see
my crying, so I hid and cried on
the bus. I wanted to stick to being a
funny clown until the last moment.

These joyful memories are a part
of the valuable experience I had
and I think I learned a lot. I am very
grateful: grateful for visiting the U.S.
this time, grateful for my family
who paid for my trip, and grateful
for meeting my fellow travelers and
people in the U.S. I never thought I
would actually get to visit Lakeland.
I am sure Lakeland made me grow a
lot.

I would like to express my sincere
gratitude for everyone who was
involved in our trip to the U.S.
Thank you to my host family and
thank you to my friends. I could
have a good time with all of you.
Without you, I would have never
made such wonderful memories.
Thanks Lakeland, and see you soon.
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