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FOREWORD

FROM SHINOBU OCHI

MAYOR OF IMABARI

Since the establishment of the sister-city affiliation
program in 1995, Lakeland and Imabari have

been closely interacting to foster goodwill and
friendship between the residents of these two great
cities.

Both sides have successfully conducted several
exchange programs over alternating years. This
year it would be the eleventh time that Imabari
has sent a youth delegation to Lakeland. This
project has provided the new generation with
the opportunity to broaden its international
perspective and also equip itself with a mutual
understanding of the world we live in. To date
129 individuals from Imabari have seized the
opportunity to experience this amazing new
venture.

As a direct result of these young participants’
impressions of their daily lives, spent with a

local Lakeland family, they have had the most
wonderful experience to both harness and hone
not only their personal skills and traits but also
their thought process towards society at large. As
a direct outcome of their experiences in Lakeland,
these young participants have obtained invaluable
friendships to last a lifetime.
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From August 7" to the 20" of 2008, the delegation
project conducted by Imabari International
Exchange Association has sent a total of sixteen
members as goodwill envoys to Lakeland as a
gesture of strengthening the friendship between
the two cities. Of these sixteen members thirteen
were high-school students and three were
associated staff members.

To compliment the stories of many fruitful
journeys of such goodwill envoys and to compile
a list of impressions of these young contributors
towards society, a reporting booklet is being
published. The booklet will convey their emotions
of amazement, awareness, admiration and
appreciation. We look forward to seeing these
young contributors become active conducers of
internationalization for the city.

In the end I would like to thank all the people
who are associated with the exchange program
in one form or another. I would like to thank the
Committee, the host families in Lakeland, and
the teachers of Santa Fe High School. I would
like to thank them for their untiring efforts and
wonderful support that have brought this project
where it is today.

May this project last to nurture the good working
relationship between Lakeland and Imabari.
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A Lifetime Memory..........
Dana Kelly

After months of behind-the-
scenes scurrying and planning,
Lakeland and Imabari high
school students once again
gathered in Lakeland to
exchange glimpses into each
others lives, language and
culture. Thanks to Sister
Cities, a strong annual student
exchange unfolds between partner cities.

Amid airport pick-ups and goodie bags, welcome
parties and home stays, the Japanese gradually
became comfortable with their adopted Florida
life. Some disappeared to canoe with the alligators,
others headed to the beach, the Iron Man Festival,
church, a fashion show, amusement parks. After
a weekend of family activities, students began
their choreographed touring. First, a downtown
Lakeland walk, a private tour of Hollis Gardens, a
rooftop view of the city, in and out of main street
stores, Italian pizza in a street café, greetings with
the Mayor, the Chief of Police’s VIP tour of LPD,
a special art session at the Polk Museum. This
worked up an appetite for a city park barbecue. A
healthy dose of English practice complemented by
lots of superb translating by Japanese chaperones
enriched the experiences for both cultures.

Off to a private science workshop and tour at
Kennedy Space Center, and to Cocoa Beach to
swim in the Atlantic at the McGee‘s. Lots of fun
photos. Fitting in a visit with the famous Mouse,
time to shadow host teens in school sprinkled
with lessons in calligraphy and origami. Throw in
a Garzarelli pool party or two, a peek at the flea
market, and outlet mall explorations. The exciting
week wound to a close on the Gulf, a la sunshine
and splashing, followed by a Detroit Flying Tigers
baseball game and fond farewells. Whether it
was old friendships renewed or new friendships
ignited, a good time was had by all and the
opportunities for English practice were shadowed
by the deeper exchanges of emotions and lives.
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Time Remembered

Having been with
Sister Cities since
the beginning days
with Imabari, my
husband, Carl, and 1
thoroughly enjoyed
two events that we were privileged
to attend with our Japanese 2008
visitors. We appreciated being
invited to interact and learn with
the Japanese, even though we did
not host guests in our homes. One
event was a catered supper party,
held in our downtown Barnett
Park. We had traditional American
picnic food from barbecued pork to
baked beans. City officials from
both cities enjoyed speeches and
a social visit. It is always good to
see our mayors among the citizens.
Students sang. Adults and children
shared their day’s activities. Some
folded origami towel puppies
for everyone. Dessert was full of
delicious cake, pie, and cookies.

The other event was a day trip, held
at Fort DeSoto Park, a lovely place
right on the beach of the Gulf of
Mexico. Shortly after arriving, it
began to rain. Some of us huddled
under trees, others, under beach

Memoirs of a Chaperone

I had the ultimate
pleasure of visiting
Imabari in 2007
which was my first
big overseas trip.

ks I can tell you this
for sure, I had the most delightful
time with both the Japanese guests
and the American students that
I traveled with. I have so many
wonderful memories of our trip and
the most fantastic pictures, too. I
can’t say enough to thank all the
fabulous Imabari people I met on
our trip.

Then, I had the great pleasure of 20074I=, #HTDBEIFRAT.

Carol Hoffman
Executive Director Lakeland Sister Cities

towels. It was a warm rain. Soon
the sun came out again and though
we looked silly with our wet hair
and clothes, everything dried
and we had a good time. Phil
Garzarelli and his son organized
a fun day. We ate good food and
played games with American and
Japanese friends. Many swam in
the warm Gulf water.

I took many pictures at both parties
and continue to enjoy looking at the
smiles on the happy faces. It gives
me a warm feeling to know that
so much can be accomplished by
meeting, playing and talking with
each other, no matter how distant
apart we live. I hope someday we
will again meet these friends from
Japan and that they will return to
visit us soon.
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Toni Migliore
being a host last summer (2008).
What a great time I had with my
guest when she visited here. We
spent so many special moments
together with family and friends.
We even went to a singles dance
together to see how Americans
really live here. Everyone who met
her were so impressed with what a
lovely person she is. I so miss my
Japanese sister and hope to meet
her in Las Vegas one day!

(host of adult chaperone)
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8:15-9:15 R XA —F VEER (Hollis Garden)
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(Lakeland Mirror Tower Apartment)
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TS 2 —7 L (Children's Museum)
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22:30 PR T . NART—)V
(Santa Fe Catholic High School)
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A Report of the delegation to Lakeland

Hiroyuki Katakami

The friendship between Imabari and
the city of Lakeland, USA, sprouted
in 1989 as a small-scaled student-
exchange program. In 1995 the cities
established the sister-city agreement
and since then we have worked towards
the advancement of various interactive
projects to foster and nurture the
friendship.

“The delegation project to Lakeland”
counts its eleventh times this year - 8th
after the conclusion. From August 7"
to August 20", 2008, a delegation of
sixteen individuals was sent to Lakeland
on a fourteen-day trip. Of these sixte_en
individuals, thirteen were high-school
students and the other three were staff’

members.

The Beautiful landscape of lakes:

The name of the city of Lakeland stems
from the lakes that are abundant across
the municipality. There is a lake where
swans swim gracefully; there is one
for joggers, one for swimmers, and one
as a center of a prestigious residential
area in the suburbs. Every lake plays an
important role for the city and portrays
its own beauty and serenity. It was an
impressive experience to see the citizens
emotionally connected with the various
lakes of the city.

Commendable enterprising minds borne
in Lakeland:

Remarkably, some universally renowned
companies were born in Lakeland. For
example, the headquarters of a famous
retailing company, ranked number 35
in the world, is located in this city. A
renowned food service corporation,
with franchises also in
Japan, established its first

1 j franchise here. It is often
® said of “Imabaries” that
fll they do not hesitate to
pioneer new businesses,
which is a trait that we

wrE |~Fﬁi Ty share with the city of
ﬁLﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂ%*—Lakemm

It’s closer than you can imagine:

Nowadays, thanks to the highly
advanced technology, we can readily
get information about a foreign city. I
myself depended on the Internet and
had become a huge fan of Lakeland
before I even saw it in real. I brought
my laptop along to stay in touch with
people in Japan, such as sending emails
to the City Office of Imabari or to
the students’ _parents, and of course
for commumcatmg w1th' my family

albeit online. Attr1butab1e to such
_technologlcal advancement, | dld not

feel emotional 1nconven1ence caused

by the considerable distance. From 4.

just a guest from a foreign country.

Imabari-fans borne by past exchanges:

One day the Globes, my host family,
assembled their friends who had a
command of Japanese in order to
provide me with a relaxing conversation
in my native language. Soon I found
out that all of the guests had visited
Imabari. Moreover, everyone showed
me photos of their visits to Imabari
to share their cherished memories of
the city. One of them told me that she
went back to Imabari on her own last
year, and [ was amazed how strongly
. they maintained their long-distance

historical point of view, compared t\o.__ friendships. The people that participated

what we used to do 20-years ago Whetn"

we started interacting with Lakeland?j,
the current situation of international
exchange has ‘become more accessible

due to the advancement of 1nformatlon

technology, transportation systems
and language education: The on—gomg
development will usher in a new phase
of 1nternatlonahzatlon

Amazingly dependable students:

At the pre-departure meeting held in
Imabari I held a sense of pride as a
leader of the delegation teams with
credible traveling experiences; however,
that pride was washed away as soon as
we landed at Lakeland due to my meager
comprehension of the English language.
While I felt frustrated with the language
barrier, the students availed the most of
this opportunity to enhance their skills.
Day by day they seemed to improve their
communication skills; I was impressed
with their enthusiastic attitude towards
interacting with the people around them.
For me it was difficult to understand
the new culture and the language but
the young participants, with their
enthusiasm, showed me the aim of this
delegation. Needless to say, the host
families contributed to the students’
development in many ways by accepting
them as a new family member, and not

+in the past exchange programs and their
- accumulated goodwill over the past

20 years have built a bridge between
the two sister-cities. I look forward to
malntalnlng this strong relationship to
" hold an assembly again someday.

Impressive devotion of the committee
members:

All arrangements for our delegation
were looked after by the untiring
volunteers that are organized by
the committee of the sister-city. In
comparison to Japan, people in western
countries tend to value voluntary
activities. The power of volunteers has
definitely played a considerable role
in our sister-city project. For instance,
there was an elder couple that helped
us by being our guides and they also
drove the tour bus. I noticed they were
wearing badges that were indicative of
the committee they belonged to, which
was also a token of their commitment to
healthy globalization.

Finally, I gratefully acknowledge
the help and efforts put forward by
everyone: the committee members,
the host families, and wholehearted
supporters of the project. Long may
the bond between the two great cities
continue!

Lakeland 2008 9



L1752 REhRZ#RAT
BE R¥

DL AITURTEHE T 2D
SET2EHBTLE EHL
WRAEBIZBETEDIEE, A
—ILIZHERIZT BITE, £EEE
L2O2TWRWALEBIZEHTER
HNERIE, ETHHELATLE,
T, FhIZBFELT, BREE
LO ) THERER LAV T REs
BEEEBRLEER. EARADIZE
HEDEASINERSE, TNER
HEAFF T SIENTLE,

EIFRIEOFET—BIERK
Fg=nF, 2BBOER (Z
SEOTHIEMEMNZNER SN,
HEM DR HEENAEH
HLAEDTT,) DB, BIZER
RLEEREDETLE, F1H.

RARNT 7= NSz,
HEFEALZTHLOASINZESIC

RYEMNG, EIREFERETLIS
VOEHLTRANEANERADNNE
T, LOLZDOESA, BHIhD
BIZiE, BEHERBERODEND
[CRBELTLEEEBLATLDH
FERBIENTEENDTT, ZL
TSELFRIZEDLT, ZORE
HEBREICIIBERITENTEEL
1=

with Dana

10 Lakeland 2008

HhIMN2EBESTDHR—
TATEN, BRERLBIZEST
ForEKMOERTHY, HS
NEBEL TV =LYBE2EEES
LCEBRABRBRELTERIENEK
OhWELZ, EEELMEDES
NET, 2l=— ATEKZFOREE
[THEEL. [EBLEAS—4E R
MOz —1avEN->=8h
DIER. DEBHEBDIIENTE
5DTY, TNEFNDRANIF7Z
—DREERCREDELSIT (&
k2 TIH, BEHSNDILH
BOHETRHRLIZHEITEIZEST,
ANDBEHINS, BDDOFRE~AD
RBEDIDGE, RYITI(SAD
ZEEFARERKRFTLE,

£5—D, FAERFIEED,
FhELAUTURTHE =&
EBEDHRESITY, HARDKIIC
TR LDHEEERFOHLESE
(X, fTCLWMEEOMIZE, ZDEh
B CR BB HEECR oL A
JIURMKEMEZEERDLIR
RIVTAT, BEDITE, kP
FHI-BEDOHE. BT —ILE
EHERELRFOEE, KIFH

MNTOHKREE, TIBREELAT

BEEd, Thi. BPIELR
(Flz, £TERFIZP>TDITS
NDTY, FAEESE2EFDHEIZH

with the McGees and Tonni

FESIETWEEZTELEA., 1
ETNRBUEIMNTEEEIL £
BTETNIL—LDESIZEBAL
FfnchELEz, Rikx KU
L. £FEREEZMIL. TD L,
HRICERTSEVERERE -
FEADTA)I AR —IIR—FEIF
BEHEAIEE, FADKER
METY, LMUTURHESA™
[TRCEENTOET A, FAEER
FrbIZAITRVNESIZ, Bir-
5EDRIEERITIZLTOEZLNE
EZTVNET,

LA oo RM &S AT A k&R
TOREFREZAT, 11HEI2RY
FIH., INETHHDLSAD
MR, £&EEB6H. FAEBDLS
BRELLWMEBRESINTEIL
ERWET, AAESETEERR
HEOBELLT, WANLSET
BATEEREBZ&EUILE S
LI RERITTWNTDES, #
AEDLEFIEVNNTENILER
STWEY, AHIZ, 8L TETSHR
5, gAETOEmRICToTLE:
FEELWEESIRENE T 218 %E
SETWEEELE, FABDES
flEX ATV =2 TORB%
EZEDAHRIZ, DhLHREERLLE

Fr=WEBWET, E28HYNED
TEWELE,



My Visit to Lakeland
Akiko Tokura

It was my second time to visit
Lakeland. I was excited to
catch up with my old friends
and meet new people whom 1|
had contacted through emails
but had not yet met in person.
There was another thing |
was looking forward to. Last
time when I went to Lakeland
with high school students, I
was very much impressed by
how they matured as a result
of their great experience.
Although I knew how big my
responsibility was as one of
the three chaperones, I could
not wait to see the surprising
progress that the students
would make over the two
weeks.

I still remember the students’
worried looks and awkward
footsteps when their hosts took
them to their homes on the first
day of Lakeland. Even though
the students were excited about
having a new experience, they
were not confident enough

to communicate in English.
The cultural differences

and language barrier between
Americans and Japanese
seemed so big to them. After
their two weeks stay, however,

their attitude had completely
changed; hugging their host
families and new friends,
showing appreciation and
affection to them, and it was
very difficult to say goodbye.
Due to the well-organized
schedule and amazing people
who generously devoted
themselves to our trip, we
had an unforgettable visit to |
Lakeland. It was only two
weeks, but the impact it had on
the students was huge! They
really appreciated that all the
hosts treated them just like a
family member. They learnt a
lot from the warm hospitality
that they experienced in
Lakeland.

I myself got a great
impression of people in
Lakeland, especially the
females. The ladies I met were
surprisingly capable; working
part time or full time, bringing
up kids, taking good care of
the house, doing volunteer
work such as Lakeland Sister
Cities or at church, and getting
along with their neighbors,
relatives and friends. Even
when they were terribly busy,
they never forgot to smile and
always seemed to be energetic
and friendly. I enjoyed my stay
with two wonderful hosts in
their beautiful house. Needless
to say it was one of the

Santa Fe Catholic High School Bus

with Pam, organizer of the Student’s trip 2008

highlights of my stay, as it was
last time. I was very lucky to
have this great opportunity to
get to know such nice people
and become friends with
them. I would love to keep this
precious friendship and return
the favor sometime in the
future.

It has been more than 13
years since Lakeland and
Imabari tied a sister city
relationship. So many citizens
and students in both cities
have made meaningful visits,
just like we did this summer.
I would like to help develop
the friendship between two
cities as much as I can. Lastly,
let me say thank you so much
to all the people who helped
our wonderful visit come
true. Without your help, this
amazing trip could not have
been realized.

Thank you very much.

- X A\
with Susan, and ARemi
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Our trip started on August 7th,
the day we left for Lakeland,
Florida, Imabari’s sister city.
The trip left me with many
fond memories, a few of which
I will recount here.

On the seventh day
of our stay, we visited Santa
Fe High School. Pam, who
works at the school
and who was
the coordinator
in Lakeland,
ensured us that her
American students
gave us individual
attention. During
our time at the
high school,
we split up and
observed different
classes. In the
media class,
we discussed
the videos that
students can make using the
digital equipment that they
had. The classroom looked
like a real studio! It was very
interesting for us because we
don’t have the option to take
these kinds of classes in Japan.

We also shared some
Japanese culture with our
American hosts. First, we
made some animals out of
small towels, because Imabari
is famous for its towels. It
seemed like the American
students enjoyed making them
and we were happy to have
overheard them talking about
the towel-animals that they
made in the courtyard after
school.

Next, we gave a kendo
demonstration and invited

The Special 10days
Akemi Masuoka

some American students to
participate. They gave us
shouts and applause before
our martial arts exhibition; I
thought that Japanese martial
arts must be an interesting
subject matter for them.

In the afternoon, two
of our students demonstrated

calligraphy. The American

students showed a great deal

of interest in kanji, and they

asked our students to write

various words and even their

English names by characters.
I got the impression

that American students found

Japanese culture to be very

fascinating and mysterious. In
the past, foreigners have asked

me about Japan and Japanese
culture but many times, |
was not able to answer. To

experience a foreign culture is

to see and to think about our
own culture from a different

perspective. This visit enabled

the Japanese high school
students and me to rethink
Japanese culture and its
importance in a new way.

When we were not at
school, we went swimming
in the Atlantic Ocean on one
day, and in the Gulf of Mexico
on another day. We spent the
day at the Gulf of Mexico with
our host families and we hated
to leave the beach after it got
dark.

For the last

evening, we
went to see the
Tigers’ game—
Lakeland’s local
baseball team.
That evening we
knew that we had
to say goodbye to
our host families
and our friends
from Santa Fe
High School so
we were not able
to concentrate
on the game.
After tearful goodbyes, we
parted from our host families.
Looking back, I have realized
the value my experience.

Upon returning to
Japan, many of the students
expressed their increased
enthusiasm for learning
English by saying, “I want
to start learning more about
English conversation,” and “I
want to study abroad when |
become a university student.”

For me personally, I
was very happy to hear these
comments but [ admit that I
am a little envious. If a terrific
program such as this would
have existed when [ was a
high school student, I could
have broadened my horizons
just a little bit earlier.
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Memoirs of Lakeland

Nao Sakai

was dreaming of visiting

Lakeland for two years.
The dream came true this
summer. Now [ am back home
and think I am so lucky that I
could actually go there.

Beautiful and colorful
scenes, friendly and kind host
family, and Japanese friends
who I talked with all night:
These things and people made
my stay just wonderful.

In the plane going to the U.S.,
I was so excited that I could
not sleep. Even after arriving
there, I was still excited and
could not afford to feel tired
at all. The different world was
waiting for me. There were so
many foreigners everywhere!
Everybody was an alien!
Forgetting myself as Japanese,
surrounded by strange settings,
I felt as if [ had jumped into an
American drama.

When I met my host family
for the first time, I was so
nervous that I could not look at
their faces. But they were kind
enough to talk to me a lot with
a dictionary in their hands. So

ONE WAY

I was really relieved
and thought, “How
nice they are!”

I enjoyed visiting
a lot of places: a
church, a high school,
Kennedy Space Center, a
beach, Disney World, a police
station, a baseball stadium.
They were all big, impressive,
and memorable. When I saw
the Disney World on TV after
coming back home, I felt happy
to think, “I was there!”, and
realized how much of a great
time | had had at every place |
had visited.

While I was preparing to go
to Lakeland, I set two goals:
One was to show people
Japanese calligraphy. The
other was to speak and listen
to English as much as possible.
The first goal was attained
when I was able to perform
calligraphy at Santa Fe High
School and 1 was very happy
to see people interested in my

calligraphy. The second goal
was also achieved quite well,
mainly because my host sister,
Colleen kindly shared her
room with me and we talked
with each other all the time.
This trip is my unforgettable
life-time treasure. Toward
the end of the trip, I loved
Lakeland so much that I did
not want to go back and would
have done anything to stay
there longer. Now my friends
in Lakeland and the city are
really important to me. I have
been in touch with American
friends there and Japanese
friends here since I came back.
I hope to keep the friendships
forever and visit Lakeland
again. Thank you very much,
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How to communicate

Satoko Ochi

had the experience of

staying with a local family
in Minnesota when [ was in
grade eight. During my stay |
often felt frustrated because I
could not convey my thoughts
smoothly in English. Also,
I had to ask the host family
to repeat themselves. I could
have communicated with
them without any difficulties
if we had communicated in
Japanese, but at that time I
was at a loss for proper words
since I was not equipped
with a level of proficiency in
the English language. The
remorse of not being eloquent
became a stimulus for me to
concentrate on my studies,
especially English. Two years
had passed and I wondered
how my English skills had
progressed and whether I could
apply them effectively in a live
environment. This of course
was the reason why I applied
for the delegation project.

My host family in Florida
was the De Moyas consisting
of six members: the parents,
two high-school boys, a girl
attending junior-high, and an
elder sister whom I did not
have a chance to meet. In this
large family, in the beginning,
I was not able to fit in as the
anxiety and nervousness
hampered me from opening up
to them. Even though they all
talked to me seldom did I open
my mouth as I did not know

how or what kind of topic I
was supposed to initiate. The
children had an interest in
Japanese animations. When
an ad for “Pokemon” showed

up on TV, I mentioned that = &
the show was made in Japan.

They knew it; moreover, they
recognized the main character
called Pikachu. Then I started
to tell them about the show,
as much as I knew, and that
provided the opportunity for us
to engage in a lengthy chat.

During my stay I shared a
room with the youngest girl,
Chelsea. “Your name reminds
me of a Japanese product;
tasty candies” I said to her as
I grabbed a bag of them from
my suitcase. She said she knew
there was an English soccer
team with the same name but
had never heard about the
candy. American supermarkets
had a relatively wide range
of Japanese foods, including
sweets, but I could not find
the exact product. Seeing her
delighted face, I thought it was
very fortunate for me to have
brought a pack of candies with
me.

Since my hosts were always
being cordial, I got to grasp
their personalities. As calm and
reasonable assertion is essential
to lubricate a conversation in
the American society, I tried
following it too. Besides I
realized that my English was

sufficient
enough for daily life and it
allowed me to enjoy talking
with people about different
topics.

I am sure it is important
to develop your English
proficiency; nevertheless, the
crux of the matter is that one
needs to foster communication
abilities. You should ensure
“whom am [ addressing”, “why
[ am doing it”, and “how should
I approach them”. Without
checking these fundamental
points, misunderstanding,
such as causing offence, could
occur. In addition to this,
reticence does not help and
could make people around you
feel confused. Thus, sincerity
and straightforwardness
can be a key to facilitate the
communication style. Each
country has its own culture.
On account of this experience,
I conclude that embracing
cultural differences by
verbalizing them leads us to
open a new door to understand
each other.
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BEST THE CREW

by Satoshi Katsuma

“Visiting our sister city
Lakeland...... The United
States! I want to go there!
I really want to go there!”
I applied for the visiting
program without thinking of
my English.

I was excited at first, but as our
airplane got near to the United
States, I became more nervous.
I felt like the pineapple juice
served in the airplane was
much stronger than usual.
When I got out of the airplane,
my first step didn’t make
me feel like “I AM IN THE
UNITED STATES!”...... Jet
lag?

After I got to my host family’s
house, I found that I couldn’t
speak English, and then I
realized for the first time, “I am
in a foreign country!” I couldn’t
express what [ wanted to say
and couldn’t hear what they
said to me either. Mom saw
me panic and said “it doesn’t
matter
if you
speak

English or not.” Her words
made me feel relaxed, though I
thought it was a problem.
NASA, Lakeland PD, Disney
world, local beaches, we had
visited various places, and their
size and brightness touched me
so much. But the time spent
with my host family was the
thing most deeply impressed
on my mind. There were
five people in my host family;
father, mother, 2 high school
boys, Ricky and James, and
Chelsea who is a junior high
school student. Ricky’s friend
Aaron came to see us almost
everyday. Mom is so gentle
that I wish my mother could
be as gentle as her. Dad is a
good cook and we enjoyed nice
dinner every night. Chelsea
sings very well and she often
entertained us with her songs.
Ricky, James and I talked about
American culture, family,
friends and so on late into the
night. Through the chat I found

that

they American boys think and
feel the same as we Japanese
boys do, and I felt closer and
closer to them. I had a good
time with them, so I never got
homesick...... But then the last
day came.

Aaron, who is always
cheerful, started crying. I
was at a loss what to do, but
I did my best to express my
feelings. “Don’t cry! I'm going
to come back again someday!”
In the airplane back to Japan,
I really wanted to improve
my English. If I could speak
English more, I could express
myself more and understand
them more.

I will come back again,
Lakeland! Thank you for lots
of memories!
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Be my friends and family forever

By Saki Toyooka

August 8: Lakeland! Adam and
Clare were waiting for us at the
airport. I wondered who was
going to host me. When the
announcement about host families
was being made at the welcome
party, I was really nervous. Sarah
and Brooke called my name. I was
amazed to look at the beautiful
girls. ‘They are my American host
sisters!” Although the party was
exciting, I felt at a loss in the car
on the way to their home, thinking
it was my mistake to have believed
that my lack of English ability
could be compensated with a
smile.

August 9: The first Host Family
Day! Mama and Sarah took me
downtown for a walk. In the
afternoon, we went shopping to a
super market. I was surprised to
see many kinds of sample food
to taste. After that, we visited
Colleen’s house and then Richard’s
place. From the very first day, I
enjoyed two parties until midnight.

August 10: The second Family
Day! We went to church in the
morning. It was my first time
in church and I was moved by
the sacred atmosphere. In the
afternoon, we went to a lake. I was
happy to see one of my Japanese
friends there. Right after I got to
the lake, I jumped in the water and
enjoyed swimming.

August 12: Today, we went to
NASA, which I had been looking
forward to. I was amazed at the
actual size of a rocket and the
staff’s passion about outer space.
Then, we went to Cocoa Beach
facing the Atlantic Ocean! I made

friends with American
students and had a
great time.

August 13: Disney

World, Magic
Kingdom! Although I
had been really looking

forward to it, I was
disappointed to find
that I was the only one
not interested in roller coasters.
While other friends were excited
about riding Splash Mountain, I
was terrified to think that it would
be so scary and impossible for me
to ride, and the mere thought of it
brought tears to my eyes. Anyway
I remained behind and waited for
my friends to finish riding some
scary rides. Then Adam came to
me and said, “Let’s try a Space
Mountain! It is not scary at all!
If you get scared, you can hit me.
I promise! Believe me!” I was
convinced to get on the ride. Three
seconds after I got it off, I gave
him a slap. Later | heard someone
saying that Space Mountain
was the scariest among all the
rides. But it is true that I had fun
experiencing a lot of attractions
that amusement parks in Japan do
not have. It didn’t even feel like the
waiting time was that long.

August 14: School Visit. I attended
classes with Britney. Although I
was very nervous when [ made
a speech in front of people in the
gym, I still had a good time. It was
also a meaningful time because
I could speak with American
students, even though my English
was so poor.

August 15: Shopping! I was so

happy I could buy brand-name
goods for reasonable prices. In the
evening, we had a dance party at
Santa Fe. I danced so hard with
the greatest passion that I had
ever had. When a quiet song was
played, I danced with a nearby
boy, and when the song ended,
we hugged each other. That made
me feel so embarrassed but it was
really fun!

Last day: After I got up in the
morning, I could not stop being
sad. Looking at the watch, I was
always counting how much time
was left and I could not hold back
my tears.

We bid farewell to each other.
Mama and Papa told me to come
back anytime and said that [ am a
real member of their family. I said
thank you to Sarah and Brooke
from the bottom of my heart.

Lastly, I am very grateful to the
people concerned in Imabari and
Lakeland cities who made many
efforts to make our trip enjoyable
and meaningful. The American
and Japanese friends I made
despite various boundaries are
my life-time treasure. | am really
happy I was able to join this trip.
Thank you very much!
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I love Lakeland!

Junko Okushima

Firstly, I have had strong
enthusiasm for learning English
for international communication.
Last year when our family
accepted a boy from Lakeland,
whose name was Chili, my
enthusiasm was accelerated by
his stories. Besides, I would like
to get a job that requires English
proficiency, which also motivated
me to apply for the project.
The acceptance letter delighted
me, for sure, but at the same
time brought me unexpected
anxieties, such as whether my
English was developed enough
or whether I would make friends
soon. Fortunately I was blessed
with good companionship and
the friendship is ongoing.

My first flight to USA was
arduous. Despite my jet-lagged
body and mind, I totally enjoyed
sightseeing in San Francisco.
The Golden Gate Bridge
was stunning and shopping
at Fisherman’s Wharf was
pleasurable. I was fascinated with
the charming city. Throughout
the trip a series of surprises
awaited me. For example, the
serving size of food made me
think, “Hold on ... I can’t handle
any more!” Also I encountered
people from various countries,
including Japan, and the local
people were friendly and helpful.
Then we headed to the next city,
Lakeland. I saw Grace for the
first time in a year, and felt a bit
shy, but the hesitation did not last
so long due to her friendliness.

I spent the entire first day
with my host family. Though
it was hard for me to follow
their English, I totally enjoyed
accompanying them. We went
to an outlet mall that was full
of voguish shops, a restaurant
for lunch, and a church. Even
though I could not understand
the sermon delivered in English
at all, I liked the atmosphere.
Grace, by the way, will come
to study at Imabari North High
School next fall, so she tried
to practice Japanese, which
naturally led us to exchange
conversations both in English
and Japanese. We re-fostered our
friendship, watching a horror
film, going through her photos,
and talking about the high
school.

On the second day, I mingled
with other local people and soon
became friends with members
of other host families. I was
blessed to meet these wonderful
people and still keep in touch
with them. I am thankful for
their friendliness that made
my stay in Lakeland very
enjoyable. It was a pity that
I attended Santa Fe High
School only for a day. I
wish I could have spoken
with more peers. It was also
surprising for me that many
students owned a laptop in
the school.

Every day was
breathtakingly fun;
especially the dance party,
the visit to Walt Disney
World (WDW), and the
day at Satellite beach was
unforgettable. The party,
what a blast it was! Its
by-product was my new
inclination towards loud

music. At WDW, we had a
big day by going on various
entertaining rides. One of them,
Space Mountain, almost scared
me to death. The seashore and
the scenery at Satellite beach
were just amazing. I had never
seen such a breathtaking view.
The horizon expanded to the sky,
which was immensely beautiful.

My trip lasted merely two weeks,
but it cultivated me a lot. Despite
me not being a competent English
speaker, I took full advantage
of this trip. I thought we could
communicate not only verbally
but alternatively in other ways as
well. It was sad to leave that city,
but we promised to meet again.

Finally, I will study English
harder so that I can engage
with foreigners and let them
know more about my country.
I am really looking forward to
seeing my friends in Lakeland
again. “Our friendship bonds us
forever”!
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Homestay in Lakeland

Yuko Onishi

The most memorable
experience in this trip was
the time I spent with my
host family. My host family
is Richard’s family. Richard
studied at Imabari Kita High
School last year. His family
consists of 4 members, a funny
and cool Dad, a cute Mom, a
brother who loves reggae, and
the gentle and kind Richard.
As Richard and Adam are very
good friends, we always did
things with Adam’s family too.

The days in America were
terrific. I was always laughing.
% hahaha

My home stay began with a
special family day. Later I
enjoyed cruising, rowing boats,
a birthday party and so on.
Throughout these activities,
I made a lot of friends. Every
night, we went to Adam’s and
played “Wii” sports games,
made an impromptu band, and
played ping pong. I enjoyed
this very much.

At Santa Fe High School, we
showed towel dolls made of
Imabari towel, calligraphy and
Japanese traditional games.
They listened to us attentively
and showed their interest,
which made us very happy.

At night, my host family and
I ate American sushi with
Adam’s family in a Japanese
restaurant, run by a Japanese
woman. We became friendly

with the owner Kazuko;
we called her Ms.K. |
was very happy to eat
Japanese food for the

first time in a long while. It
tasted really great! Thank you,
Ms.K.

After that they took me
shopping and bowling. While
bowling, Adam got in a sulk,
which was a surprise for me,
but I felt this day was the
happiest day during my stay.

The dance party which I
had been looking forward
to joining, because I love
dancing, was great!! At first
I hesitated to dance because
I was overwhelmed by their
rhythmic dancing, but in the
end we all danced like crazy!
Hahahahahaha.

Then we went to the movie
“Tropic thunder” at a late night
showing. I was worried about
whether I could understand
the story without subtitles.
But I think I got it! I guess I
understood by

feeling and enjoyment. This
winter, the movie will be
released in Japan, so I want to
see it again.

The Lakeland sightseeing
tour, NASA, Satellite beach,

my real family. I couldn’t stop
tears splashing down my face
when we had to say goodbye.
In my heart, I was crying;
“ T don’t want to go back to
Japan”. They gave me lots of
hugs.

Because of this trip, I feel 1
need to improve my ability to
express myself. I learned a lot.
Sometimes I had difficulties
in making out what they’re
talking about, but those
experiences encouraged me
to study much harder. I hope I
can reflect upon this precious
experience in my future.
To the Leader, chaperones,
group members and those
who helped us with making
this trip successful, I'd like to
say “thanks” from my heart.
I wish I could go and see my
family and friends across the
ocean again!

I love Lakeland!

party, and watching a baseball

game, on every count are like
unforgettable experiences! %

My host family seemed lilé
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Thank you very much. | am
happy to have met you!




A Report of the Delegation to Lakeland

“Why don’t you consider joining
the Sister City Friendship Visit
delegation for Lakeland?”; our
English teacher’s suggestion
instantly made me feel thrilled.
I had never imagined that my
cherished dream of “going
abroad” would come true so
early. It was not long before the
departure day came while I was
still in enchantment. Actually I
had many things to prepare for
the trip, such as organizing items
or attending a meeting, but I
felt that the period of probation
passed in a minute. Though I
had been very excited while
planning for my trip, as soon
as I embarked the plane to the
USA a sprout of anxiety shot
up in my mind. "Will people be
able to understand me when I
use English?” I dwelled on this
thought throughout my flight.

In San Francisco, where we
stayed at first, all I could do was
to keep telling myself not to
panic about the many differences
ahead of me. Food and drink, or
even the bathing system, such
small things were new to me.
Then we moved to Lakeland, and
gradually I thawed out and came
to life.

My host family was a lady living
alone. Honestly, initially I was
a bit nervous about whether I
could find a topic to share with
her as we were all by ourselves
in the house. However, it worked
out in the end. It was much better
for me to push myself to speak
English in order to communicate
more with her. At the same time,
my loss of appetite made her

Riko lkeda

worried. I did eat properly but
it seemed much less than what
she had expected. When she
offered me more to eat, I needed
to be assertive. “No, thank you.”
Saying no was hard for me, but
I realized that a vague reply,
which usually we Japanese
understand tacitly, would be
misinterpreted in the USA. Since
then I have learned that we need
to express our candid thoughts
when required; of course, we
have to always respect others'
thoughts as well.

In Lakeland our schedule was
filled with plenty of interesting
things. Everything was
unforgettable, but in particular I
will never forget the dance party,
the day on the beach and the final
day farewell. I totally enjoyed
the dance party even though I
could not dance well like others.
With the upbeat music we
danced as if we were fused into
the thythm, and with the relaxed
music we danced in pairs. My
dancing partner was Ricky, but
since I felt extremely shy I let go
of his hands after a few steps.
On our trip to the beach we were
amazed by the beauty of the Gulf
of Mexico and created many
memories there. The last day
was a day of tears: I kept crying
and crying. The first teardrop
fell when we were heading to
the baseball stadium to watch a
game. My host mother listened
to me attentively and I tried to
express all of my appreciation.
I could not concentrate on the
game even after I had stopped
crying. It was very kind of Ricky
to stay with me throughout the

game. When it was time to say
good-bye | handed a letter to my
host mother, and Ricky hugged
me, which moved me completely
and I cried again. When I read a
farewell letter as a representative
for the group, I could not control
my quivering voice. [ was just
very sad to say good-bye to all
the people I had met in the city.
They consoled me by saying “We
can come to see you in Japan.”
Ricky was gentle and caring
with me even as I cried. I was
fortunate to have met these great
people.

The adventure lasted for only ten
days, but I feel that has been the
most substantial period in my life
so far. The trip to the USA had
me realize new priceless entities:
A new me and new friends.
(Oh... I am almost on the verge
of tears again!) Since my return
to Japan, I am motivated to study
English seriously due to the
regret that I could not put myself
into words perfectly during
my stay in the USA. I can once
again dream of visiting USA. |
will start working for a company
from next year. The dream will
motivate me to work hard in
order to go back to my second
hometown.

[ am so grateful to everyone that
I cannot find the right words
to convey my feelings. To my
peers with whom I traveled
to the USA, supporters of the
delegation, people in Lakeland...
and to all the people who worked
for the project, I say:

“Thank you very much. I am
happy to have met you!”
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VIVA AMERICAN LIFE sx HAHA

Shota Fujisaka

It was absolutely amazing!
But, two weeks in the USA
were too short. Actually my
family hosted Adam last year.
I had promised him that I will
visit and we exchanged emails
on a daily basis. Even though
I am in grade 12 now but I
will still fulfill my promise
to visit my friend. That is the
reason why I immediately
signed up for the trip. As I got
the acceptance, I emailed him
right away even before I let my
parents know.

Adam and Claire were waiting
at the airport to pick me up,
and I wanted to give them
a big hug. But I only shook
hands with them, as I felt shy
to hug them in a crowd. Then
I was privileged to ride in the
gorgeous Chevrolet of Adam’s
dad, Joe, while other travelers
took the bus. However, I
could not keep up with the
conversation in the car. Adam’s
mom, Lynn, was the first
person in the USA whom I
hugged.

Now I feel that my life in
Florida was too fantastic,
almost like a film. On the
first day we visited Adam’s
relative’s cottage and went on
a cruise. | really wanted to see
a crocodile there! Then we
had a gala night at Richard’s
place and I swam in the sea
again with Satoru. On the
second day we visited another
person’s cottage. We had loads

of fun as we splashed around
with a floating tube, played
ping-pong and shot pool, etc.
Actually it was more than
what usual teenagers do. And
then, for the rest of the days, |
experienced lots of stuff that I
can’t normally do in Japan, like
having a look at the City Hall,
a high school, WDW, NASA
and so on. Aug 17" was the day
of my birthday and a party was
held in my honor. I was very
glad and thankful about it.

Ms. Fumika Abe, “Fuchan”,
stayed in the same house, so
I had an anxious-free and
smile-filled time staying there.
The house was equipped with
unique items, like a guitar,
drums, and a trampoline,
which usually common people
don’t possess, and I could
experience various things.
Richard and Adam were
friends, so Yuko was also
with us. Including Colleen, we
had the entire “family” share
lots of fun like the super ride,
Tropic Thunder, the ruckus
while bowling. It was really
an unforgettable
encounter with
Ms. Kazuko
acting as our
“third mom?”
who always
bucked us up.
Every moment
was precious and

amazing. ‘

Our team activity was very
productive while being
aware of the purpose of the
delegation. Ms Fujikura
and Ms. Akemi were very
dependable as they kept
calm all the time and gave
us appropriate instructions at
places like a huge airport or a
station, where I think I would
have definitely been lost had 1
been all alone. They astounded
me not only with their
advanced English but also with
their great sense of derections -
totally like a pro!

I think the members of the
delegation, three staff members
and twelve colleagues were
bothered with my faults for
example I overslept on the very
first day. Needless to say, the
Morrisons must have agitated
with me sometimes. But |
appreciate the way these good
people accepted me warmly
in their family. Undoubtedly I
want to go there again!

Again, thank you everyone.
You guys are super!
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Thank you, my family!

On the very first morning
in Lakeland, the sparkling
waters of the lake mirroring
the heavens impressed itself
on my memory; additionally, it
was my host family’s warmth
that was as stunning and
unforgettable as the scenery.
Never will my memories of
the precious summer lose their
luster.

Having longed for a life
abroad, I applied for the
delegation to Lakeland without
hesitation. Although the
exam, writing an essay and an
interview conducted both in
Japanese and English, made me
nervous, the enthusiasm for the
new experience surpassed it.
On the day of the long-awaited
departure, I began my journey
with a heavy suitcase packed
with miscellaneous gifts from
Japan. At the welcome party,
I met two members from my
host family: Dad and Meg. We
exchanged a warm hug and
nonchalant self-introduction;
a common western greeting,
but a brand new norm for
me. On the car heading to
the house, I was all ears to
follow what they were talking
about. Dad’s word, “We had
been waiting for you, Yuki”,
came to my ears smoothly and
made my heart warm. Meg

Shinohara Yuki

and [ became friends instantly.
Our conversation expanded
from English to American

Christmas and Japanese
seasonal holidays, so we stayed
up late even though it was only
our first night.

Ten days in Lakeland. Each
day brought me something
new and exciting. Every night [
dived into bed wondering what
I would encounter the next day.

The thrilling dance party with
its energetic atmosphere, the
girls’ shopping tour planned
with Meg and her sister Molly,
the floral bouquet I made with
Mom, and the homely dishes
prepared by Dad. Even now the
countless treasures in my mind
are vivid.

These memories we
accumulated together, on my
last day in the city, made me
desperately sad to say good-
bye. Attempting to convey my
appreciation to them, I could
not hold my tears back. They
hugged me tightly and Meg
said, “You are my sister. I love

2

you”.

What I learnt from the fruitful
experience is that strong
incentives to understand each
other can overcome language
barriers. Someday I would
like to visit Lakeland, where
my “family” lives, again. |
am extremely grateful to all
the people supporting me:
my parents who respected
my wish, my teachers, the
staff of both international
exchange associations, and my
fantastic host family! Thank
you for letting me have such an
amazing experience.
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MY AMERICA FAMILY C

Fumika Abe

The reason why I decided to
go to Lakeland was to know
the life and the culture of a
foreign country. Although
I really wanted to go to
Lakeland, I was a little
nervous before I left Japan.
I sent a greeting email to
the family I was supposed
to stay with. The response
from my host mother was
very quick and she was
kind to say that they were
looking forward to meeting
me. [ was very happy to
hear that and my anxiety
was gone.

The day I left Japan, I was
getting nervous again.
Although it was my first
flight, there weren’t any
problems all the way to
Tampa airport via Denver.
My heart was leaping as
I met my hosts in person.
They were very friendly and
kind to me so I gradually
became relaxed. My host
family was John, the father,
Lynn, the mother, and their
children Colleen, Adam and
Claire. Adam and I played
games a lot.

I don’t think I will forget
about the first weekend I
spent with my host family.
We went cruising and saw
breathtaking scenery of
a huge lake, which I have
never seen in Japan. After
visiting the lake my host
took me to their friend’s

birthday party. I enjoyed
sitting around the cake,
singing the happy
birthday song, just as we
do in Japan. The next
day we went to a church
for the first time in my
life. In the afternoon
we went to a lake again
and some of us tried
wakeboarding with
other host families. It
was very interesting
to ride on a fast boat
and watch them riding
on the wakeboard. The
weekend went by really
fast. I had a good time
with my hosts. My hosts
also took me to various
places on weekdays as
well. I liked to go to the
movies even though I
didn’t understand English
enough. I could not
believe how fast the time
flew! I have never had
such an amazing time
in Japan!

On the last day in
Lakeland my host mother
said to me again and again
‘Come back, Fumika!!’.
Even now those sound like
words of joy for me.

After taking this trip,
America became my second
home. Although Lakeland
1s far from Imabari, I
never feel like it’s a foreign
country, even miles away
from my hometown. I

appreciate

that my host family allowed
me to stay and treated
me as their family. I will
never forget this precious
experience. I would love to
keep contact with people
in Lakeland, and hope to
continue keeping my mind
open to the world. Thank
you!!
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A Report of the Delegation to Lakeland

Tsugumi Ochi

nervousness American
students, who had the
experience to visit Japan
the previous year, engaged

& me in a conversation by

Difficulties posed by
the language barrier
overwhelmed me. I have
had English conversation
lessons since grade 3 so I
simply assumed that I would
be able to follow English
and head to Lakeland with
such an idea. However, I
was too optimistic.

At the welcome party [
could not understand what
anyone was talking about
and could not keep up with
the conversation. I could
just about understand some
people but only when they
spoke slowly. I felt bad for
the speaker as they had to
be patient with me and all
I could reply with were
a single word sentences
like “yes”, “no”, “okay”,
and “thanks”. I restricted
myself to speaking in
decent English; I felt
claustrophobic! “Oh my
gosh, I came here all the
way from Imabari and
this i1s ridiculous”, were
my thoughts. Seeing my

saying, “Let’s enjoy”.

' They exerted themselves

to explain things to me
by mobilizing all the
Japanese words they knew.
That motivated me to try
harder and to do my best,
which was the first step
towards breaking the wall
I had built around myself.
Then my visit to Santa Fe
High School brought the
next shock. The school’s
atmosphere was a far cry
from my school’s, where
the students were carefree
and active. At the end of the
day, a boy came and told me
that he would like to talk to
me and wanted me to join
a chat with other students.
“Here, there 1s someone
who wants to communicate
with me even with my
imperfect English!” I said
to myself. At that point,
I started to prioritize
conveying my
thoughts rather
than being |
bounded by the
rules of sacred
“Grammar”. |
Thus, I finally
demolished the
wall around
me.

One important thing I
realized was to pronounce
clearly in order to be
articulate; moreover, I
can say that listening
comprehension was more
beneficial than grammatical
knowledge. The
pronunciation of “parents”
astonished me, because the
sound was unfamiliar to
me and too hard to catch
so I had to ask for the word
to be repeated. Thus, I
indeed thought immersing
myself in English expedited
learning the language, in
particular to cultivate clear
pronunciation.

So now, I hope to go back
to Lakeland again someday
so as to share lots of stories
with my host family and
local friends. I will never
forget the summer trip filled
with tremendous memories.
I sincerely appreciate all the
people who supported us.
Thank you everyone... and
I love Lakeland!
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Memories in Lakeland

Mari Kondo

I have lots of memories of
this homestay experience.
Before | went to Lakeland I
had been anxious about the
10 day stay, especially the
host family days. I didn’t
know if I could spend two
days with people who don’t
speak Japanese. After all
my worries I found all of
my host family were gentle,
and I could feel relaxed. As
I got used to staying with
them, I could talk more.

On the first day of the host
family day, they brought me
to their uncle’s place where
Julia’s birthday party was
held. His house has a big
pool and I thought it was
very American. We played
two kinds of American
games at the party. One
was “Marco Polo” which
we played at the pool, it
was simple but fun. The
other was a card game
called “Spoon”. I lost so
many games that everyone
burst out laughing. I was
very glad that I had a
good time with them. It
seemed like my worries
about communication were
needless.

On the second day I went
to the church with them for
the first time. There were

a lot more people than I
expected. My first church
experience was really
interesting. Though I had
been worried about the host
family day, I enjoyed it very
much.

De Soto beach is also a
memorable place to me. My
host family and I arrived
there first, and we were
waiting for a while. It was
clear in the morning, but
suddenly started raining
hard. We got soaked to
the skin. I think I will
remember that day forever.
It was the most memorable
summer vacation in my life.
I had never been abroad,
so I was very anxious and
worried about everything.
Though I practiced
dialogues in English, I
couldn’t remember them
in practical situations,
and people talked to me
gently to help me. I was
deeply impressed with
their kindness. During the
homestay I regretted that I
couldn’t speak English well.
But of course I had a great
time as well. I want to keep
studying hard to make good
use of this experience in the
future.
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My family in America

Yoko Toyota

This stay in Lakeland has
become a very precious
experience for me, like
a pearl beyond price.
Especially, I will never
forget the days spent with
my host family. On arriving
in Lakeland, I met my host
family. Then we headed
off to their house. In the
car, I was so nervous that I
could only ask how to say
their names, but I got used
to being with them. After
getting home, I gave them
some souvenirs from Japan,
giving an explanation about
each of them. When I first
met their dog, he jumped at
me to welcome me which
made me happy.

My host family are Spanish
American, so | enjoyed a lot
of Spanish home cooking
for dinner. As I had never
had this kind of cuisine,
everything was fresh to me.
I insisted on helping with a
lot of housework, but I am

sorry for not having done
enough. I could help only
once on the last day. When
I cooked soumen (Japanese
vermicelli), I was very
happy to see them enjoy it.

I shared a room with an
elementary school 2nd
grader, a student named
Gabby. I enjoyed sharing
time with her. Lying on the
double bunk bed, watching
horror movies, we switched
the channel to a comedy
when a scary scene came.
We played volleyball using
a bag of popcorn from the
supermarket.

I also visited their relatives
and they treated us to a
meal. Their relative living
in Tampa recommended that
sightseeing in Tampa should
be done at night. And he
took me to downtown
Tampa at night. There were
a lot of discos, bars, and
tattoo shops. We ate dinner

in a sushi bar which was
a modified Japanese sushi
restaurant. I might be able to
call it a mixture of Thai and
Japanese style restaurants.
On the streetcar, strangers
were yelling at each other
when the horn rang. It was
like a festival.

I could hardly make myself
understood in English.
My host father Julio tried
communicating with me
using a computer translator.
I felt that I should study
much harder to speak
English. Then I tried
expressing myself using
a single word, or broken
English, which helped us a
lot. When my suitcase key
was broken, he repeated,
“Don’t worry! Don’t
worry!”

This summer was a very
special summer for me.
I’d like to say thank you
for letting me meet such
wonderful people.
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